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The arrayed waveguide grating (AWG) optical (de)multiplexer was invented by
-~ Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corporation (NTT) in 1992 based on silica-based
planar lightwave circuit: technology. Commercialized by NTT Electronics Corp.
and Photonic Integration Research Inc. in 1996, high-performance and highly-
reliable silica-based AWGs soon became widely used in high-capacity wavelength
-+ division multiplexing . (WDM) optical fiber networks, thereby accelerating the
expansion of fransmission capacity worldwide.
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