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Musashino University Declaration in support of the

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Musashino University makes this Declaration that, from today, our students, academic staff and
administrative staff will commit to advancing the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (and related 169
targets) announced as part of the 2015 United Nations Summit.

In 2024, Musashino University will celebrate its 100th Anniversary. Today it is a comprehensive
university set across two campuses in Musashino City and in Ariake in Koto, Tokyo but its origins lie in
the vision of our founder Dr Junjiro Takakusu who sought to establish a place of education in the
aftermath of the Great Tokyo Earthquake of 1923. In 1924, as a way to offer a ray of light in a period of
deep sadness and difficulty, the university commenced as a women’s school in Tsukuji Honganji, Tokyo
with the Buddhist philosophy that ‘all beings, all living things may be happy’ underpinning its
educational objectives. These educational principles have continued to the present day and in 2016, the
University reasserted its mission to reflect its history and the future through the statement ‘Creating
Peace and Happiness for the World’ (f: R D38 % 4 # F123 D).

At the foundation of this statement is the question ‘Is the world, happy? (ft 5%, Z=H7)>). It is there
to encourage us to interrogate the meaning of ‘happy’, that people may live in a world without fear, that
there are ways to live in a world of peace; that we may actively consider ways to ensure the happiness of
all beings can be realized. We ask ourselves, ‘what should we do to grapple with these issues and how
might we solve them?’ To this end, we encourage our students, our graduates, future students and our
staff to consider themselves as ‘Happiness Creators’, that their association with Musashino University
gives them the skills and knowledge to question existing thinking and values in ways that bring new
meaning to challenges facing our world, now and into the future.

Since its early beginnings, Musashino University has grown to have 11 Faculties, 19 Departments,
12 Graduate Schools and 24 Research Centers. In addition, to reflect our educational commitment, we
have established a research institute, the Musashino University Creating Happiness Incubation (L &%
B HFFEFT) to encourage and promote interdisciplinary research across the University community. In
declaring our support for the SDGs, each department, each faculty, each graduate school and every
research center will proactively engage relevant SDGs as a part of teaching and research.

The UN’s 2030 Agenda, includes elimination of poverty and hunger, to realize a fair and just society
for all, to preserve human rights and advance gender equality, especially for women and girls, and
maintain sustainable use of the world’s natural resources. The UN SDGs program which aims to ensure
that ‘no-one will be left behind’, and our University’s founding principle that ‘all beings, all living things
may be happy’, thus form the basis for realising our University’s mission to create peace and happiness
for the world, in a very practical sense, to which, we declare our commitment on this day, World Happiness

Day.

Professor Teruma Nishimoto
President, Musashino University, Tokyo
20 March 2019

International Day of Happiness





